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Hello, fellow Pi Kappa Members! It is hard to believe the summer is 

almost over and another academic year is about to begin. For those 

board members who completed their terms this summer, I would like 

to thank you for your service. Active membership enables the chap-

ter to grow, provide service opportunities, and work to meet the 

needs of local nurses in the community.  This past year,  Pi Kappa 

offered two free continuing education events, participated in multi-

ple service projects, awarded scholarships to nursing students, and 

granted research money to an area nurse.  Pi Kappa also monetarily 

supported student mission trips.  New members were welcomed to STTI this spring; I 

encourage all members to utilize the resources available through STTI, and become 

involved locally in our chapter. This fall we will be working to increase membership 

among nurse leaders within our local hospitals and community, and engaging cur-

rent members to become actively involved in Pi Kappa. Please contact me if you 

would like further information or have questions regarding your STTI membership or 

your local chapter at dana.clasen@allencollege.edu.  I encourage you to visit the STTI 

webpage to learn about the benefits and opportunities available to you through your 

membership http://www.nursingsociety.org/Membership/Pages/default.aspx  

 

Dana Clasen 

Pi Kappa President 

Ashley Ollendieck & Emily Schuldt,  Editors 
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I want to thank all the Pi Kappa board members who are approach-

ing the close of their term.  I cannot thank you enough for your time 

and service to Pi Kappa.  I also would like to welcome all new mem-

bers to the Pi Kappa chapter.  We have plenty of opportunities to 

start becoming involved in the chapter.  The Pi Kappa chapter is 

committed to providing service opportunities, scholarships, and con-

tinuing education and your support helps us to be successful with 

these activities.  I look forward to meeting you and exploring any 

new ideas that you many have to promote the mission of the Pi Kap-

pa chapter of the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International (STTI).  

If you would like to have more information on how to become involved, please con-

tact me at allison.stone@allencollege.edu .   

Allison Stone  

President Elect  
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Natalie Miller, BA Presents CEU “Transforming Lives: Organ,      
Tissue, and Eye Donation”  

Pi Kappa hosted its fall CEU for current members, Allen College faculty, and students on Tuesday, April 11, 2017.   The event was 

held in the  MidAmerican Classroom at Allen College. Natalie’s presentation included  information on describing the role of the 

healthcare professional in the referral process, current regulations related to donation, facts and procedures related to donation, best 

practice in approaching families, and  donor family care support and follow-up procedures.  

 

Pi Kappa Supports Nursing  

Education Research with $500 Grant 

By: Lisa Brodersen, EdD, PhDc, RN 

As a professor at Allen College, my most salient professional goal is to contribute to the 

science of nursing education. This goal led me to pursue a PhD at Saint Louis University 

School of Nursing.  My dissertation work includes a study of stress associated with exit 

exam testing in BSN students. This study, which has been underway since fall 2016, in-

volves collection of salivary biomarkers of stress reactivity from BSN students before and 

after they take the exit exam during their final semester of the nursing program. Despite 

offering students a monetary incentive of $30 to participate in the study, achieving an ade-

quate sample size has been a challenge.  This challenge led me to undertake a second study 

to investigate reasons nursing students do or do not participate in nursing education re-

search. As a token of appreciation for participating in the second study, students may 

choose to receive a $6 gift card for a popular sandwich or coffee shop. The cost of the gift cards has been covered by a 

generous $500 award from Pi Kappa. 

For the second study, students who did and did not participate in the exit exam stress study are invited to complete a 

brief, online survey. Students who participate in the exit exam stress study complete a survey about their reasons for 

participating and their overall study experience. The survey for students who did not participate in the exit exam 

stress study includes items to determine why they did not participate and what might have encouraged them to par-

ticipate. The response rate for the second study has been very good, ranging from 71%to 95%.  

Data collection for both studies will conclude at the end of the summer term. It is hoped that the results of the exit 

exam stress study will reveal the extent to which BSN students experience stress associated with exit exam testing 

as well as factors that contribute to their stress. The second study is expected to provide data that will improve stu-

dent participation in future nursing education studies. Both studies will assist me to achieve my professional goal of 

contributing to the science of nursing education. I am munificently grateful to Pi Kappa for supporting this endeavor. 
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PI Kappa Inducts 43 New 
Members 

Pi Kappa welcomed the following new members on April 11, 2017 during the annual induction cere-

mony, held at Allen College in McBride Auditorium. Allen College Chancellor, Dr. Jerry Durham  

spoke on the future of nursing and the importance of dedicated nurses to the healthcare profession.  

Chelsea Anderson 

Lauren Becker  

Jessica Brothersen 

Sarah Brimeyer 

Lauren Calhoun 

Michelle Christians 

Taylor Christiansen 

Kaitlin Collins 

Kallie Croker  

Jasmine Doble 

Jennifer Edeker 

Mary Erikson 

Leah Gates 

Cora Glaser 

Morgan Granger 

Casie Hale 

Hannah Heinzerling 

Lindsey Hight 

Hannah Hodgin 

McKenna Hotopp 

Alexa Johnson 

Erica Kaloupek 

Carrie Knight 

JoDee Knox 

Kellan Koch 

Nicole Large 

Shannon Lindeland 

Marisa MacVey 

Bobbi Moeller 

Amy Morin 

Emily Murphy 

Jody Rasmussen 

Everett Roberts 

Christine Ries 

Johanna Rubel 

Darby Rozier-Sheehan 

Carrie Smedstad 

Nick Stull 

Elisabeth Thompson 

Judy Vauthier 

Megan Waddingham 

Rachel Weigel  

Honor Cords for 
Sale 

Pi Kappa has honor cords for 

sale to members.  The cost is 

$20.  Honor cords are worn 

by students and faculty dur-

ing graduation ceremonies.  

To purchase an honor cord, 

contact Dana Wedeking: Da-

na.Wedeking@AllenCollege.

edu 

Cords may also be purchased 

directly from STTI’s subsidi-

ary, Nursing Knowledge In-

ternational: 

http://www.nursingknowledg
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Pi Kappa Service Plans 
for Fall 2017 

Rotary Shoe Box Project 

Pi Kappa will participate in the Rotary Shoe 

Box project in September. Traditionally, board 

members collaborate to fill two shoe boxes, 

one for a girl and one for a boy. This project is 

coordinated by the Waterloo Rotary Club.  

The shoe boxes are stocked with basic necessi-

ties and school supplies to be distributed to 

impoverished Nicaraguan children. Pi Kappa’s 

contribution to the shoebox project is part of 

the college-wide effort that occurs every fall. 

Rotary club representatives transport the shoe 

boxes to Nicaragua for distribution to more 

than 2,400 children. 

Blanket Making 

Once again Pi Kappa will collaborate with the 

Allen Student Nurses Association (ASNA) to 

make blankets for the annual Salvation Army 

Coat and Blanket Drive. The date, time, and 

location for this event will be announced.   

Flo’s Joe 

Flo’s Joe will be available for all Allen Col-

lege students in December  and May during 

finals-week. Allen College faculty and associ-

ates will be asked to contribute food for Flo’s 

Joe, named in honor of Florence Nightingale, 

who was involved in opening coffee house-

reading rooms for workers who were on their 

way home from their shifts in the 1880s. 

Members of Pi Kappa started the Flo’s Joe 

tradition in December of 2010.   

Stay tuned for  
details about a CE 

event in 
spring 2018! 

Pi Kappa Awards  
Two Scholarships to Allen College  

Students 

Each spring Pi Kappa sponsors two $500 scholarships for nursing 

students, one for an undergraduate student and one for a graduate 

student. This year’s recipients are Molly Dhondt, BSN student, and 

Ashley DeGeeter, MSN student. 

Students can apply for a Pi Kappa scholarship through the Allen 

College website: http://www.allencollege.edu/financial-aid.aspx. 

Scholarship eligibility does not require Pi Kappa membership. 

Molly Dhondt, recipient of the 
$500 BSN scholarship. 

Ashley DeGeeter, recipient of the 
$500 MSN scholarship. 

New Member Recognition and  
Continuing Education Event  

October 24, 2017 

Allen College 

 

 5:30-6 p.m.: Social—light 

refreshments. 

 6-6:50 p.m.: Continuing 

Education Program (free CEUs) 

 7 p.m.: New member recognition  

Stay Tuned 
for Details 

http://www.allencollege.edu/financial-aid.aspx


PI Kappa Membership 
Eligibility 

Pre-Licensure BSN Students 

 50% of nursing curriculum completed 

 GPA of ≥3.0 

 Ranks in the upper 35th percentile of the graduating class 

 

RN-BSN Students 

 12 credit hours at current school completed 

 50% of the nursing curriculum completed 

 GPA of ≥3.0 

 Ranks in the upper 35th percentile of the graduating class 

 

MSN Student and Nurse Leader Eligibility 

 Licensed RN 

 Minimum of a baccalaureate degree or the equivalent in any field 

 Demonstrated achievement in nursing (e.g., administration, 

education, global health, practice, publication, research) 

 

Note: in addition to the stated criteria, students must meet the 

expectation of academic integrity. 

 

For information about student and nurse leader member eligibility, go 

to http://www.nursingsociety.org/why-stti/stti-membership 

 

Candidates requiring financial assistance may be eligible for the Edith 

Anderson Membership Subsidy.  For information, go to  

http://www.nursingsociety.org/why-stti/stti-membership/edith-

anderson-membership-subsidy 

Nominate a Nurse Leader for  
Pi Kappa Membership 

Pi Kappa continuously recruits nurse leaders for membership. 

Licensed RNs with a minimum of a baccalaureate degree or 

the equivalent in any field who have demonstrated 

achievement in nursing administration, education, global 

health, clinical practice, publication, or research should 

consider applying for membership. Current Pi Kappa members 

can recommend candidates who meet the criteria for induction 

as a nurse leader. Candidates can access eligibility criteria and 

an application form on the Sigma Theta Tau International 

website: http://www.nursingsociety.org/why-stti/stti-

membership/apply-now/nurse-leader-membership-criteria 

Completed applications can be mailed to Jackie Meyer or Peg 

Broadie: Allen College, 1825 Logan Avenue, Waterloo, Iowa 

50703. 

Questions about Pi Kappa nurse leader membership should be 

directed to  Jacqueline.Meyer@AllenCollege.edu  
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Pi Kappa Financial Report 
Submitted by  

Gina Tenge 

Balance (as of 3/27/2017) $4,359.99 

Income  

Renewal Fees/Deposits $1,025.00 

Honor cord sales $240.00 

Total Income $1,265.00 

Expenses  

Induction Supplies $164.53 

Cord Purchase 

Research Grant Award 

$656.48 

$500.00 

Alumni Association Reimburse-
ment (Spring CEU) $312.65 

Total Expenses $1,633.66 

Balance in checking  $3,991.33 

NEA Fund $5.06 

Pi Kappa Board Members 
2017-2018 

Dana Clasen 
President 

Dana.Clasen@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Allison Stone 
President Elect 

Allison.Stone@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Sarah Steele 
Vice President 

Sarah.Steele@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Teresa Anderson 
Secretary 

Teresa.Anderson@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Gina Tenge 
Treasurer 

Gina.Tenge@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Dana Wedeking 
Governance Chair 

Dana.Wedeking@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Alisha Engel 
Governance Committee 

Alisha.Engel@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Jackie Meyer 
Counselor 

Jacqueline.Meyer@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Jacalyn Jaspers 
Leadership Succession Chair 

Jacalyn.Jaspers@AllenCollege.edu 
 

Ashley Ollendieck 
Ashley.Ollendieck@AllenCollege.edu 

& 
Emily Schuldt 

Emily.Schuldt2@AllenCollege.edu 
Publicity/Newsletter Chair and Webmaster 

 

http://www.nursingsociety.org/why-stti/stti-membership/apply-now/nurse-leader-membership-criteria
http://www.nursingsociety.org/why-stti/stti-membership/apply-now/nurse-leader-membership-criteria


To view the Pi Kappa Chapter News online, go to 
http://www.allencollege.edu, select “Current Students,” “Organizations,” and  

“Pi Kappa Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau.” 

 

Keep your membership active and your 

contact information current! 

Renewing your membership is easy (and necessary if you want to continue claiming Pi Kappa member-
ship on your resume or vitae). To renew your membership, print your membership card, update your 
profile and contact information, and much more, sign into the My Membership page of the STTI web-
site: 

http://www.nursingsociety.org/Membership/MyMembership/Pages/my_membership.aspx  

If you need assistance using the STTI membership system, contact  
Jacqueline.Meyer@AllenCollege.edu or Shannon.Lindeland@unitypoint.org 

Allen College Pi Kappa Chapter of Sig-

ma Theta Tau International 

Allen College—Gerard Hall 

1825 Logan Avenue 

Waterloo, Iowa  50703-1999 
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